well-known writers, researchers and leaders of civil society and peasant movements^all warn that there is nothing romantic or anti-modern about a call to listen to the farmers, peasants and protesters.Whether writing about agricultural policy in Pakistan, soybean production in Latin America, chicken farming and local markets in the US, pesticides in India, the green revolution in Africa, or the global implications of biofuels and trade and development policy dictated by giant agricultural industries, the authors expose the horrors of globalized capitalist industrial agriculture.
The authors reveal that the victims of global capitalist agriculture are not only the farmers committing suicide by ingesting pesticides, or the millions who die from hunger who are denied their rights to food and dignified livelihoods. As Walden Bello warns, we are all involved in this nightmare marked by financial and environmental crises, social dysfunctions of urban-industrial life, lack of water, energy and growing food insecurity. The angry protests of the farmers' movements, such as the women and men of La Via Campesina, are speaking not only to their governments and to small land owners but to all of us. We are implicated in the catastrophic consequences of today's global agricultural production patterns on community and life. The food crisis is part of the deep financial crisis, the unprecedented climate and environmental crisis which are symptoms of the failure of the neo-liberal global capitalist model where all aspects of society (including food production, health and education) are organized around greed and profit making.
But despite the gravity of such a diagnosis, the journal's message is not one of despair. As Paul Nicholson, a founder of La Via Campesina, states in the interview published here: 'The blatant failure of the dominant model opens new spaces to challenge it and to propose alternatives, not only in terms of agrarian policies, but also for more global social changes'. He explains how media and modern communication technologies have allowed for greater mobilization and protest forcing governments to question technological solutions such as agrofuels and corporate domination and to push governments to rethink the wisdom of trade and exports as against domestic production. The message that growing social and economic disparities, environmental degradation and global food crisis stem directly from the free-market restructuring of agriculture is out, and more and more people are listening and wanting to take action. Raj Patel in his lead article and recent bestselling book Stuffed and Starved underlines that taking action to end the food crisis plays out in different ways depending on where you live. For most people in urban environments in the North, it is about finding out just what we are eating, where it comes from and where it is processed. He points out that such 'choices' are 'far stranger and more unnatural than we thought' because 'at every step of the way they have been attended by food corporations trying to make money out of our choices' (Patel, 2008: 290) . It is about eating less and eating better. It is about ending commercialization of food, and eating locally, the slow food movement in Italy being one example of what consumers together with local growers can achieve. In the South it is too often about survival, having access to land, food and security. It is about the violent protests that push southern governments to stand up to powerful northern interests and bring, for example, the WTO negotiations to a halt. In either case he suggests that,'unless you're a corporate food executive, the food system isn't working for you. Around the world, farmers and farm workers are dying y through processed food consumers are engorged and intoxicated' (Patel, 2008: 293) .
Nevertheless, we can reshape the food and agricultural system. Clearly we are not talking about simply better development policy to address technical or economic problems. Sadly, even on its own terms, the current response of the intergovernmental system, the Millennium Development Goals to halve global poverty by 2015, is failing to address today's social, economic and environmental crises.
To start with, Development readers should take note of the in-depth analysis provided in the articles to learn more about the worrying facts that make us deeply question just what is driving our present global food system: nutrition and life or profit for a few. It is salutary to realize the depth Development 51(4): Upfront of the crises and just how much we are not in control of our economies, nutrition and health. But it is equally important to learn the other strong message of the journal that there is a shared vision that addresses the abuses of the global industrialized agricultural system.
That message is about all of us claiming food sovereignty, or peoples' rights to define their agricultural and food policy, including the rights of farmers and peasants, the rights of consumers and the rights of women, who play a major role in agricultural production and food. Food sovereignty requires major changes, from changing our tastes, eating locally and seasonally, supporting locally owned business, along with a profound and comprehensive change in rural policies based on living wages for all, rights and support for a sustainable architecture of the global food system, as well as recognizing and providing restitution for the injustices of the past (Patel, 2008:302^317) .
We can take courage from Nicholson's belief that people will start developing their own alternatives just because it will become a necessity. He speaks of more and more people in the North spontaneously joining the struggle of Via Campesina, because 'they feel part of this struggle for life'. He and other proponents of food sovereignty bring strength and confidence that across the world it is possible to build a new society that sustains life and health rather than greed and fear. 
